The late Stephen Hawking has warned that AI could eventually "spell the end of the human race." Elon Musk has predicted that "robots will be able to do everything better than us." Meanwhile, AI systems are starting to outperform people in domains ranging from board games to speech recognition. Is humanity on the way out?
of success, are a natural fit. Such tasks range from the diagnosis of medical images to flipping burgers. On the other hand, jobs that are messy and unpredictable and require understanding of people and the broader world -I like to think of kindergarten teachers -will likely remain safe for a long time. Driving a car in a busy city is probably somewhere in the middle.
Much progress has been made in AI in a short span of time, so it is not unthinkable that there will be further breakthroughs, especially if we think in terms of decades or a century. For now, humans remain unsurpassed in their broad, integrated, flexible, and robust understanding of the world. If AI starts to catch up with us on that, it will likely change our world beyond recognition, and some of most intractable problems in philosophy, such as the nature of consciousness, will become very pertinent. I personally am interested in questions about the nature of consciousness, and have even done some research on what I consider to be its more mysterious aspects [1] . (How could a lump of matter possibly give rise to this experience?) But there is currently no clear path towards building broadly intelligent systems. The AI systems we know how to build today are likely to be disruptive in many domains -the labor market, our social fabric, the nature of warfare. But they do not make humanity obsolete.
